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1485 December 16, 1898 

CHINA. 

End of epidemic of bubonic plague at Amoxj. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Amoy, China, October 15, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the bubonic plague which I 
reported to be epidemic at this port, June 11, ceased to be epidemic 
some thirty days ago. It still appeared now and then in sporadic form 
until within the past few days. This was especially true in many of the 
cities and villages near this port. 

Owing to the fact that the Chinese authorities make no effort to col- 
lect any statistics bearing upon the subject, no figures can be given. 
Through various sources, including the native doctors trained in mission 
hospitals and the increased demand for coffins from coffin dealers, the 
United States consular surgeon estimated that the deaths in Amoy 
varied from 25 to 100 per day from June 15 to September 1. The 
maximum was reached in July, when it was cloudy, damp, and fairly 
cool for three weeks. Clear hot weather in the early part of August 
caused a drop in the fatalities for a while. 

The sun's hot rays are said to be fatal to the germ, but owing to the 
fact that the streets are narrow and the sun seldom shines upon the 
pavement in the cities, and no effort is made to sun or air clothing or 
bedding, the scourge spreads unchecked until it runs its course. In 
some of the interior cities near by, the fatality far exceeded that of Amoy. 
In one small village of less than 300 souls, missionaries reported to me 
that over 75 per cent of the population died. This is the most remark- 
able record ever reported in this part of the Empire. 

On the whole, the deaths were not so numerous as during the summer 
of 1897. Between 5 and 10 per cent are supposed to recover from the 
disease. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. BUELINGAME JOHNSON, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Seceetaey of State. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, December S, 1898. 

Sik : The following report for the week ended Thursday, December 
1, is respectfully submitted. But 1 death has been recorded from yellow 
fever ; it occurred at No. 7 Monte street, which is one of the residential 
streets. There has been a decided drop in the deaths from enteric and 
malarial fevers, while there is a slight increase in the number of deaths 
from pernicious fever. 

There were 91 deaths from all fevers during the week, against 109 for 
the preceding week. The death rate from intestinal diseases remains 
stationary. The death rate from all causes has again decreased, although 
it is still much higher than the average rate in this city. 

The United States transport Roumanian, with Acting Assistant Sur- 
geon Hough, U. S. M. H. S., as medical officer, arrived here Thursday, 
December 1, with quartermaster supplies, which were discharged at 
San Jose Wharf. I suggested to Dr. Hough that if possible the vessel 
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be removed from the wharf before nightfall. She left to-day for 
Savannah, Ga. 

Beginning on the 6th of this month there will be a new passenger 
route established between Miami, Fla., and this port. 

The harbor work is increasing daily and it now requires nearly all the 
time of Sanitary Inspector Dudley to perform -this work. 

I would urgently recommend that the United States Government at 
once proceed to clean up this city. It can be made at least mechanically 
clean and some efficient disinfection could be performed. It is impera- 
tive that this work be done during this season of the year. It will 
require all of the dry season to perform the work, and while it may be 
impossible to perform any permanent sanitary work in three or four 
months, many disease-producing factors can be eliminated, and sanitary 
work performed now will have more or less effect in lessening the 
dangers which menace the health of our army of occupation. 

Very respectfully, W. P. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Mortality of the city of Habanafor the week ended Thursday, December 1, 1898. 



Cause of death. 



Total. 



Yellow fever 

Knteric fever 

Pernicious fever 

Malarial fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Enteritis 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Deaths from all causes .' 

Deaths in military hospitals from yellow fever.. 

Deaths in the city from yellow fever 

Deaths in civil hospitals from yellow fever 

Annual ratio per 1,000 



I 

21 

11 

58 

3 

30 

63 

4 

55 

423 



1 



109.80 



Sanitary report on Gienfuegos. 

Havana, Cuba, November 21, 1898. 
Sir : I received the following telegram from the Bureau at 5.30 p. m. 
Thursday, November 17 : 

Wish immediate report Cienfuegos sanitary and quarantine ; go yourself, if possible, 
or send Dudley ; consult Dr. Perna, friend Commissioner Porter ; report fully. 

I sent Sanitary Inspector Dudley by first train to Cienfuegos which 
left the next morning, Friday, with instructions to do the work thor- 
oughly and expeditiously. I outlined the work as follows : Topography 
of Cienfuegos and surrounding country; population before the war; 
present population ; sanitary condition of city ; deaths from January, 
1898, up to day of observation, giving deaths from yellow fever, enteric 
fever, pernicious fever, malarial fevers, smallpox, dysentery, enteritis, 
beriberi, glanders, pneumonia, and tuberculosis ; deaths from all causes ; 
number of Spanish soldiers quartered in the city since January 1, 1898 ; 
number of military hospitals, their bed capacity and number of patients 
in them at present time, their location, construction, bed capacity, and 
their possible use by the American Army. Give same data as to civil 
hospitals. What infectious or contagious diseases have been treated in 



